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What is the potential of the wall or the fence and how can the physical division of 
space imply something enrichening to both private and public spaces?
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THE CITY
population: 12 million  

São Paulo, Brazil



Project in three takes:

Wall analysis
Street analysis
Strategic project proposal
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Wall analysis

I

Concentration

until 1940

II

Centre-periphery 

1940s -1980s

III

“THE CITY OF WALLS”

1980s - 

“Different social classes live closer to each other in some 
areas, but they are maintained separated by physical 
barriers and systems of identification and control”

 - City of Walls, Teresa Caldeira

Settlement Development



Wall analysis

Securing along the facade Securing along property boundery



Wall analysis Construction Regulation, City of São Paulo

2004:  max. wall hight 
from 3 to 4 meters

3m

4m

maximum 25% of wall massive
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Wall analysis Wall Morphology



Wall morphology, São Paulo
“The Enclosed” 
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Wall morphology, São Paulo
“The Curved” 
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Wall morphology, São Paulo
“The Fragmented” 

1:4000

“The Fragmented”

“The Enclosed”

“The Curved”

Wall analysis Wall Morphology



Street analysis Avenida Angélica, Higienópolis



Street analysis Avenida Angélica, 1930 map



Street analysis Avenida Angélica, Street hierarchy



Street analysis Avenida Angélica, program map



Street analysis Avenida Angélica, map of use



COMMERCIAL 
LOW RISE
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HOUSING 
BLOCK
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VILLA

1890-1910

1920-1980+

Mid 1990s - 

1950s -

1950s - 

Street analysis Avenida Angélica, Building typologies



Street analysis

Vila Louveira (1950), João Batista Vilanova Artigas and Carlos Cascaldi
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Avenida Angélica, Building typologies



Baia-Mar (1963), Fransisco Beck

Street analysis Avenida Angélica, Building typologies



Street analysis Wall Catalogue
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Along The Rails

The Well Dressed

The Heritage Orange Cake Don´t Sit On The Wall The Day Open

The Short The Painted Hydrangea Garden The Columned

Buenos Aires Park The Exclusive Low Rise Resistance P, The View

The Wired Corner Stone Papa Noel´s Furniture Jewish Tiles

The Chat Sliding Doors The Consierge House Synagogue Steel The Classic The Vivo Seller
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Street analysis Wall Catalogue



Street analysis Wall Catalogue



Street analysis Wall Catalogue



Street analysis Wall Catalogue



Street analysis Wall Catalogue



Street analysis Wall Catalogue



EXISTING WALLS
Avenida Angélica

FUTURE POTENTIAL_01
full enclose

FUTURE POTENTIAL_02
remove, move and modifyEXISTING WALLS

Avenida Angélica
WORST CASE SCENARIO

Full enclosure
POTENTIAL

Remove, move and modify



Project Proposal Subterranian rivers



Project Proposal

Rainfall São Paulo, october 2017

Rainwater harvest potential



Project Proposal Pilot site



Project Proposal Three pilot sites



0 10m

Project Proposal Elevation of pilot site



Project Proposal Pilot site

Housing

Villa w. commercial service

Commercial service

Parking lot

Office building

0 10m 50m



Project Proposal

Housing

Villa w. commercial service

Commercial service

Parking lot

Office building

Well Wall

Laundry Wall

Gym Wall

Three strategic project proposals - pilot sites

0 10m 50m



Project Proposal Laundry Wall

Housing

Villa w. commercial service

Commercial service

Parking lot

Office building

Laundry Wall

0 10m 50m



Project Proposal Laundry Wall

0 50m
0m 10m 20m

0m 100m 500m

0m 500m 1km

0m 100m 500m

0m 100m 500m 1km

Public space, accessible for pedestrian

Private space and road

Existing walls and fences

Removed walls and fences



Project Proposal Laundry Wall_water circulation

Rainwater harvest from rooftop catchment
Filter
Water Storage
Pump
Water outlet for washing machine, taps and hose
Graywater filtration garden

Rainwater circulation
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Project Proposal Laundry Wall_section/elevation and plan

0m 5m



0m 5m

Project Proposal Laundry Wall



Project Proposal Laundry Wall_model



Project Proposal

Housing

Villa w. commercial service

Commercial service

Parking lot

Office building

Gym Wall

Gym Wall

0 10m 50m



0 50m0m 10m 20m

0m 100m 500m

0m 500m 1km

0m 100m 500m

0m 100m 500m 1km
Public space, accessible for pedestrian

Private space and road

Existing walls and fences

Removed walls and fences

Project Proposal Gym Wall_Situation plan



0 50m
0m 10m 20m

0m 100m 500m

0m 500m 1km

0m 100m 500m

0m 100m 500m 1km
Public space, accessible for pedestrian First floor

 1 Showers
 2 Gym
 3 public toilets

Circulation
 4 Ramp leading to 2nd floor, roof 
 5 Stairs leading to gym
 6 Stairs to 2nd floor, roof

Private space and road

Existing walls and fences

Removed walls and fences

Project Proposal Gym Wall_floor plan with first floor
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Project Proposal Gym Wall_Property Structure

Buildings and road

A

C

B

6m 6m
2m

Property border, 
often a fence or wall

A)  In the back
B) In front, towards street
C)  To neigbouring building

Local roperty Regulations, 
required distances/setbacks



Project Proposal Gym Wall_Water circulation



0 50m
0m 10m 20m

Project Proposal Gym Wall_section/elevation



0m 5m



Project Proposal Gym Wall_model



Project Proposal

Housing

Villa w. commercial service

Commercial service

Parking lot

Office building

Well Wall

0 10m 50m



Project Proposal Well Wall_Situation plan

0 50m0m 10m 20m

0m 100m 500m

0m 500m 1km

0m 100m 500m

0m 100m 500m 1kmPublic space, accessible for pedestrian

Private space and road

Removed walls and fences

Existing and new walls and fences



Project Proposal Well Wall_Property Structure

Propery stucture diagram

Project implementation alternatives

Existing houses and road

Well Wall

Existing walls and fences

Removed walls and fences

1  Within existing property structure
2  Merging two properties

1

2



Project Proposal Well Wall_Circulation

Circulation diagram

1  Public Well
2  Raingarden

Runoffs and graywater

Potable water

1

2



Project Proposal Well Wall_plan

0 50m
0m 10m 20m

0m 100m 500m

0m 500m 1km

0m 100m 500m

0m 100m 500m 1kmPublic space, accessible for pedestrian

Private space and road

Removed walls and fences

Existing and new walls and fences



0 50m
0m 10m 20m

Project Proposal Well Wall_Section



Project Proposal Well Wall_model



Project Proposal Well Wall



0m 50m

0m 100m 500m

0m 500m 1km

0m 100m 500m

0m 100m 500m 1km

Public space, accessible for pedestrian

Private space and road

Existing and new walls and fences

Removed walls and fences

Project Proposal All three projects_Situation plan



0m 10m 20m

Gym Wall Well Wall Laundry Wall

Project Proposal All three projects_Section and elevation



SKALA!! XXX

New situation

Existing situation

Public space, 
accessible for pedestrian

Laundry Wall Well Wall Gym Wall
Private space and road
Existing walls and fences



Public space, accessible for pedestrian

Villaboim Square

Buenos Aires 

Laundry Wall Well Wall Gym Wall

Private space and road
Existing walls and fences0m 200m

0m 100m 500m

0m 500m 1km

0m 100m 500m

0m 100m 500m 1km

Project Proposal New Accessibility Map


