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INTRODUCTION

Hong Kong was a British colony and became a special region in China
with its’ own language (Cantonese with Traditional Chinese). The lan-
guage is representing our traditional building structure and vernac-
ular culture. However, with the rapid increase of Chinese immigrants
and the political agenda, Hongkongers are worried that when “One
country, two systems” expired in 2046, Cantonese and Traditional Chi-

nese will no longer be officially acknowledged.

With the considerable historical value of Hong Kong's identity, | hope
my project might serve to educate, preserve and help defend the lan-

guage and the building traditions for the public and for the future IRTER R AR IRENS ?

Is speaking in Cantonese against the law now?

generations.

Through studying, analysing and interpreting the language and

10 years, film, 2015
architecture in Hong Kong, this project is a centre that aims to +4, BE

revitalize and preserve Hong Kong vernacular culture in both pro-
grammatic (language preservation activities) and architectural ways

(building materials and method).



VERNACULARIN HK

1. (usually the vernacular) The language or dialect spoken by the 1. Vernacular ( Language ) :

ordinary people in a particular country or region. Cantonese and traditional chinese

2.Vernacular ( Architecture) :
2. (of architecture) concerned with domestic and functional rather Walled villages ( Grey Bricks ),
than public or monumental buildings. Stilt Houses (Wood ),

Folks festival pavilions ( Bamboo )



Tsang Tai Uk Walled Willage (%4 K J&)

Calligraphy graffiti, Tsang Tsou Choi (& 41:#)



Tai O stilt houses village Bamboo pavilion in folk festivials
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Analysis and study of the language
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» N pictograms. They represent materials, construction or even the use
'I Z of space and order. With the combination of the secondary compo-
I r nents, new characters are made.

Y. l
A selection of words related to my project

MR E T, AR IR E R B SR, &
MR R, HAEERERER, BT

We use signs to form a character, some are the most primitive of
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Build

Stand

Door Gate Close

Pillar Shed

Examples of different words in the same text frame

Lattice

Bridge

TESCF MG, FRAMRHREREFIEC AR SRR 5 Y P A
S I o B S5 A TR LU BB — 3R TR R/ ) B A B
W, B ROE SR, LR R

Symmetry and axis is found in the tectonic of the characters. Moreover,
considering the spatial proportion of different components is crucial in
keeping the balance of a character. The size of a sign is being affected by
the components in the same text frame, therefore, the proportion of the

same sign but in a different characters might change.
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The findings from the study and analysis of the words allowed me to

further interpret the language in texts, drawings and models.
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CREE - PR - B MR B P, A,

To surround and encircle

TR R Y
A SR
A TR

Ji e 3

WS TR
LR T B
JRET MK
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Spaces surrounded by the walls
Slightly green, Slightly grey
Travelling in between

Step by step with layers
Recalling the past

Experiencing the present
Longing for the future
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Unsealed bamboo screen
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Spaces

Divided by the screen

In between the void

Vague silhouette

Linear light occupy the room
Warm

CRHRY M L. MORERE. FEARLARARM T

DAfrgde,
DIARESE, 12

DECSES N
HHEMPR LA 8T 25 [
HETCAFIBLS . T T
T 25 [H] A ST

JE .
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TR

Construct and form

Built by bamboo, light

Built by wood, steady

Built by brick, solid

Co-exstence of dissimilar materials, establish spaces
Co-exstence of different components, create words
Construct words in spaces

Virtual

Inherit culture

Evolve architecture
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Repetition and Continuous

Repetition and Continuous 2
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Leaning and encircle

Leaning
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Sitting 1

Sitting 3

Sitting 2
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The Border

Hong Kong

Centrat

The site

The site will be located in Nam Sang Wai (F§4:[#), Yuen Long, a satellite town in
Hong Kong with a significant history in developing vernacular architecture for

farming, fishing industry and folk festivals.

28 29



The Border

° Existing villages - The usual route to explore / visit Nam Sang Wai nowadays

Hongkongers tend to run away from the high-rise city to Nam Sang Wai in their
leisure time, the number of visitors to Nam Sang Wai keeps increasing. However,

the government is planning to inject commercial activities, luxury housings and

Yuen Long district is the only area in Hong Kong that is surrounded by numerous shopping malls for the rich and Chinese visitors in this area, as it is easy to access
traditional walled village clusters with rich history of vernacular culture and folks and closes to the border.
festivals.

This diploma project in Nam Sang Wai can keep it’s historical and recreational
value to HongKongers and also become a gateway for Chinese visitors to learn

about our culture.
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Hong Kong Vernacular

The Journey

Pavilion

Theatre

Library

Multi-purpose hall

Cafe

Office and Info Centre

Cover
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(ting*)

REL - BEEY 5, 5, IFAFHE4E.

Pavilion
PAVILION
=i, To stay in the pavilion
PP Enjoying peacefulness
TR RO 2T, with the gentle sunlight
FERR T EER A, Overlooking the view with the breeze
BEFHR, Leaves are rustling Process
i HIH AR Calm
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Pavilion'roof plan

Scale 1: 200




illustration illustration
View to wetland and China View from the grassland
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Song . Hall

THEATRE

Senses from four

Au

o

directions to the Hall
Spring, jade floods
Summer, rain patters
tumn, amber enrichs
Winter, wind blows

Performers in the hall, appreciation

Friends in the
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hall, communication
Lively

Process
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Theatre plan 1 Theatre plan 2
Scale 1:200 Scale 1:200
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Theatre Section

Scale 1:200
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(caak® saan?®)

CGRFETEEL - R« <HTRD ZRE . RAMELER .
CGERSCART - AR Al AR

Script . Lattice

LIBRARY
=, Spaces
B Surrounded by the Lattice
HEE- S Iz Za] T In between the void
NFIEH . Vague silhouette
1, Books place on the shelves
S, Shelves Interlocked with columns
EEAR, The room is filled with light, White
Ko e PR P Vg i [, IR Light occupy the room generously, Warm
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Library plans
Scale 1:200

O

Process
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Library Section
Scale 1:200
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CRFR> #: Bt MRHEE. FAKLIBEMT

Construct . Hall

MULTI-PURPOSE HALL
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Spaces surrounded by the walls
Slightly green, Slightly grey
Divided by the screen
Travelling in between

Step by step with layers
Constructing in spaces

Virtual

Inherit culture

Evolve architecture

Y = 280
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Process
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Configuration
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Swing door detail - Plan

Scale 1:5

Configuration
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illustration

Swing door detail - Section
Scale 1:5
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Cafe Section

P
rocess Scale 1:200
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(gung'paang*)

LR T Vi, SRS
CEERE - TOPEE - BE - w2 M R, R

Work . Shed

OFFICE AND INFO CENTRE

&=
s

Tl BEEL BT P . Y, The door and windows are cut out from the walls

WA=, to form a room

AR, Take a seat

i%%%ﬁ L|ft'|ng apen office Section
o, Breeding words Scale 1:200
H, Xk Cultivating culture
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office illustration
view to wetland
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Cover

COVER

Clacking of the bottom of the shoes on the wooden bridge

“The small bridge with the flowing water, dwellings of people”
Holding the bamboo

Following the shadow of trees

Appreciating the slow-moving water

From the brick wall to the garden

Walk around the pale greyish green to different shades of emerald
A melodious afternoon
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Cover plan
Scale 1: 200
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illustration
boat to city

Cover Section
Scale 1:200
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