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Galleri Oslo - A Project for a new Public Interior

In The Public Interior as Idea and Project 
(2016), Mark Pimlott  defines a public 
interior as “that space which architecture 
makes, which is all at once set apart from 
the world and in its midst. ... The interior, 
regardless of its scale, whether it is that of 
a dwelling, a temple, a settlement, a city 
or a continental territory, is informed and 
shaped by ideas.” 

By ascribing to the public interior a set 
of values and ideals, it adopts a political 
position and be understood as an 
ideological endeavour to propose an 
alternative. 

In this regard, my project for Galleri Oslo 
proposes an alternative on three accounts:

On one the hand, to what is by far the most 
predominant form of public interiors in our 
cities today, which is the profit-based and 
often privatised pseudo-public interior 
meant for consumption, that we know 
from our shopping malls and theme parks, 
to our train stations and airports; and 
which, coincidentally, is also a prominent 

feature of Galleri Oslo, whose shopping 
arcade runs along the entire length of the 
building.

On the other hand it challenges the 
institutionalised belief in public programs of 
high-culture as an urban planning strategy 
to attract and to cater for the upper-middle 
classes. This, to a large extent, fails to 
recognize the gap in social and economical 
capital amongst citizens, affecting 
neighbourhoods like Grønland, in particular.

Finally, the case for the preservation of the 
building itself adopts a position contrary 
to present plans for its demolition, which 
is underpinned by a largerly deregulated, 
marked-driven urban planning strategy.

Thus, in proposing a new public interior 
for the city, my project seeks to strengthen 
and to sustain a viable public realm and, 
secondly, by acknowledging its local context, 
it seeks to address the notions of place and 
identity as critical objectives.

Can leveraging the identity of public buildings challenge urban planning ideology to 
return it to the fold of the public domain?

Vaterland

Grønland

Oslo S

Other housing

Co-ownership housing

Housing co-operative

Retail on ground floor

Non-commercial, public services

Office and retail Kindergarten

Under development

1:5000

project

existing

planned

Public space1:2500

Site

Historical gateway (1881)

Differentiated traffic and large-scale urban development schemes (1984)

Grønlands Torg main square (1937)

New Grønland - Vaterland  (1997)

program

local connectivity

public space

planned and pending projects

Galleri Oslo - project description

bus terminal site (1975)

LPOs project proposal for Grønland and Vaterland (1982)

view from south view from north

A

0

B

A

+ 26

0

B

+ 108

+ 108

+ 26

Section A - A

Section B - B

A

0

B

A

+ 26

0

B

+ 108

+ 108

+ 26

Section A - A

Section B - B

A

0

B

A

+ 26

0

B

+ 108

+ 108

+ 26

Section A - A

Section B - B

Schweigaards gate

section B - B

section A - A

Tøyenbekken Sonia Henies plass

Schweigaards gate

East elevation West elevation

North elevation

South elevation

East corner Tøyenbekken North entrance



2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

PLAN 2

PLAN 1

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

PLAN 2

PLAN 1

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

+ 2000

- 1500

+ 12550

+ 15925

+ 19300

+ 22675

12000

13500

8000

12000

+ 8500

load structure

facade structure

The “city wall

Structural system

Interior space and the central arcade

Circulation

bracing system

first floor public arcade



2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

PLAN 4

PLAN 3

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

PLAN 4

PLAN 3

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

2 3 4 323130292827262524232221201918171615141312111098765

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32432

Galleri Oslo and the new public interior
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