
33. Ear Mark

ear

Each herder has their own earmark.

That is a way of cutting reindeer ears.

Plastic ear tags?

This is not agriculture, like cows or sheep.

It is reindeer herding.

 

19. Blood Sausages

blood sausages, boiled blood, boiled front meat, honey, lingon berry sauce, vegetable, potato

It was a home party with family and friends.

Lots of food, talk and laugh.

Here, in the Arctic, is actually warm.

 

18. Boiled Blood

blood, flour, fat, salt, pepper, herbs

Would you like to have it with honey?

Life in the Arctic is sugarless.

 

21. Hamburger

minced meat, bans, vegetables, hamburger saurce

The Arctic Hamburger.

Of course, that is warm.

The atmosphere at home make it even more warm.

It was brewing over the window.

 

15. Packed Dried Sausage

meat, beef, pepper, salt, garlic 

It is sold at the airport in the Arctic.

Just next to chocolates.

Souvenir from the Arctic.

How can we know their life from this?

11. Packed Dried Meat

meat, salt

Herders have it to survive in a mountain.

It provides rich protein and is an important source of their energy.

There,

power plants exploit their pasture. 

9. Packed Meat

chopped meat, plastic

There are two types of herded reindeer:

on tundra and in forests.

There are many invaders in the pastures,

both on tundra and in forests.

10. Packed Meat

broth meat

‘We also process reindeer and sell it locally or through Facebook.’

His eyes was sparkling.

He is not afraid of anything,

even though modernity change their life fast.

 

13. Packed Dried Heart

heart, salt

My foot is going down in lichen covered ground.

Deep roots of lichens and plenty of water.

People who have dry heart would be drown here, 

in natural resources.

6. Frozen Heart

heart

 It burns my hands as it is too cold.

Reindeer burns our heart.

Because they are cute? or they are Rudolph?

Because 

they tell us the beauty of the Arctic.
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1. Knife & the Case

skin, yarn, birch, steel

They order this kind of knife to local craftsman.

So it is from Scandinavia, even the blade.

He opened plastic cover of hay

by his knife.

REINDEER

Food
- Products -

7. Packed Meat

chopped meat, plastic, paper

Meat is exported to various places, not only in the North, but also to the South,

such as Oslo, London, New York etc.

Not only within pastures, 

they could travel for far more, 

although we can not see their face.

 

8. Packed Meat

sirloin, plastic, paper

We can find reindeer meat at supermarkets,

through a year as long as they have stock.

‘How do you decide when you go to winter cabin on the mountain?’ I asked,

he answered,

‘Hmm, it depends on time.’

14. Packed Dried Sausage

meat, pork lard, salt, pepper, flavor enhancer, color stabilizer

It is almost a half price of the one sold  in the South.

‘That is an only thing we can buy at cheap price at supermarkets.’

He was laughing.

 

12. Packed Smoked Meat

leg

Packing to keep the aroma of smoke.

CO2 is packed in the Arctic.

 

Food
- Cooking -

17. Dried Smoked Meat

back leg

 Smoked with birch tips.

Smoke from nature.

Smoke in the pasture from construction.

22. Marrow

bone

This is called the best part of reindeer.

Not only the taste but also that rich nutritions.

The texture is soft and smooth like pudding or tofu.

So it is fragile,

same as their life.

16. Blood Pancakes

blood, flour, milk, egg, suger, butter

Also good with berry sauce.

‘Bitter sweet’.

It can describe for their life.

Like ‘painful calm’.

20. Smoked Heart

heart

 ‘I like it though, do you like it?’

She was putting it on a piece of bread with butter.

Is it strange?

No. I am a stranger.

 

Clothes & Tools
- Ordinary -

36. Hay

dried grass

This is used in winter, for reindeer,

not to starve.

They can dig snow,

but not ice.

I can hear their sigh, more and more.

 

37. Soap

fat, lye

His brother made this.

It is next to the sink.

There was reindeer wondering food behind the garden.

It was on March.

They are supposed not to be here.

 

35. Lasso

rubber

Throwing this to the antler of reindeer to catch them.

You have to practice a lot.

They have been good at this,

because they grown up as herders.

'What? Other jobs? No, I never thought about that.'

Never. 

38. Hat

skin, yarns

Fur catch windy snow and skin covers even ears.

This is a necessity on the mountain. 

It protect a head and make noise smaller.

Although here is already quiet.

At least until today.

 

39. Slaughter Hanger

wood, steel

They also slaughter reindeer by themselves.

Such a simple structure.

Here, the life is simple.

Or it used to be.

34. Outside Light

lamp, grass, plastic, wood, electricity code

They have a long day in this fence area.

Here is the Arctic.

The daytime is getting to be shorter and shorter.

Depression time is starting.

Clothes & Tools
- Artefacts -

31. Knife & the Case

antler, skin, birch

This is too beautiful for work.

He was laughing.

‘I also had a knife, which has an antler parts,

but it was broken.’

I have never broken a knife in my life.

 

32. Milk Cup

antler, birch

He had a one, hanging on his belt.

It had been used for drinking fresh water from the river.

Today, he has lost it and uses plastic bottle.

 He hasn’t lost fresh water from the river,

for now.

 

Knife & the Case

skin, yarn, birch, steel

Every herder has their own knife, hanging on their belt.

Knife is still their necessity although it is not only used for slaughtering reindeer.

The use is for cutting anything 

except a tie between reindeer and herders.

Food
- Basics -

2. Frozen Meat

rib

To store, preserve and be ready for being exported, 

meat is frozen.

It used to be done outside, but freezer is a major tool nowadays.

Herding is never frozen, 

which is changing always, by nature or human.

 

3. Frozen Meat

saddle

Fat bulls are often targets in slaughtering season.

Their lives are devoted to human.

Their territory is exploited by human.

4. Frozen Heart

heart

 It burns my hands as it is too cold.

Reindeer burns our heart.

Because they are cute? or they are Rudolph?

Because 

they tell us the beauty of the Arctic.

 

5. Blood

blood 

It must have been warm.

They do not waste it. 

They waste sometime to discuss about their lands with someone,

whose blood must be cold.

 

The reindeer from the north is herded by minority groups.

  The reindeer from the south is best known as Rudolph.

The minority is always conquered by the majority.

Unlearn the common perception of a reindeer 

and you are one step closer to understand their deeper nature.

Not as Rudolph,

but as Cultural Landscapes.

Site
DogA

( Norwegian Centre for Design and Architecture)

Oslo

Introduction

- Entrance -

Contents

- Main gallery -

Chapter

- Exhibition -

Prologue

Epilogue

Human impact
Power from the South 

is always interested in the North.

Spacial Context

Social/Political

Social/ Political Issues
Conflicts between the North and South 

would never end.

Climate Change
The effetcs are extreme in the Arctic.

                                        

Clothes & Tools
- Now & Then -

27. Needle Set

steel, felt

This is for sewing skins.

You can see that the end of these are flat.

This winter, temperature is extremely fluctuated.

Can we see the end of climate change?

 

28. Gloves

skin, yarn

You should wear this unless you have really good one.

Otherwise, your hands would be freeze

while you ride on a snowmobile.

 

23. Winter Boots

skin, yarn 

The mother made this for her son.

It was around 15 years ago.

‘I used this several times and also have tried snow boarding with it!’

This still looks well.

 

24. Winter Boots

skin, yarn 

The mother made this for her son.

It was around 15 years ago.

‘I used this several times and also have tried snow boarding with it!’

This still looks well.

 

30. Winter Coat

skin, felt, yarn

It is 40 years old.

This is the father’s,

he uses it only sometimes.

Although it has a moth-hole,

it is impossible to throw it away.

29. Ribbon loom and Shuttle

antler, bone

It looks very complicated.

But, no, you can just follow this pattern instruction.

Their life is simple, 

following the nature.

It is not easy though.

25. Summer Boots

leather, yarn, rubber 

She had to wear this in Tronheim on February.

Because of asphalt roads.

‘I was freezing, but I could not wear winter boot.’

It is too vulnerable for hard material and rain,

like their pasture.

 

26. Thimble

leather

It is small, but necessary, crucial.

We often discuss large things, 

forgetting about something important, 

which is often small. 
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Source: Standing Committee of Parliamentarians 
of the Arctic - Tromsø meeting 2002. 
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Designing and building knowledge of cultural landscapes 

by Reindeer.
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