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The Wildcards
Transforming (post) oil landscapes

The oil industry in Norway has changed the 
natural geography of the coastline during 

the last fifty years. 

By the time this resource comes to an end 
the general environment will face transfor-

mations due to global warming and climate 
change. It will also cause these territories 

to be abandoned, leaving behind an abun-
dance of artificial landscapes and unused 

areas. 

This project explores and speculates sce-
narios where these future circumstances 
are seen as opportunities to activate the 

hinterland landscapes beyond the oil refin-
eries and reuse the sites. By investigating 
local cultivation, national climate predic-

tions and global shifts in edible landscapes, 
this project suggests an introduction of 
grape fields as a new tomorrow for the 

chosen coastlines. 
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Rolf Groven
Oljemaleri  (fritt etter Tideman og Gude) also called - Oljeferden i Hardanger

1975
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The Oil Landscape

The oil landscapes in Norway are built up of ship-
yards, bases, business areas and refineries in proxim-

ity to the “Oil Cities”.
They serve as economical generators.

Due to the unrenewable resource and short-term 
future, the legion of artificial oil landscapes ought 

to be imagined ready for indeterminate futures. The 
project studies how these territories can readapt to 

circumstances of global warming and transform into 
productive landscapes.
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- O�shore and onshore activity: http://www.petroleumskartet.no:
- GIS: https://www.geonorge.no
- Climate zones for growing ebible plants - http://www.hageselskapet.no/klimasonekart/ 
-  Temperature projections  2100:  http://www.miljostatus.no/kart/
-  Increasing growing seasons:  http://www.miljostatus.no/tema/klima/klimainorge/klimainorge-2100/

Litterature and diagram:
-  Gjerde, K. Ø, Oljebyer i Norge in Norsk Oljemuseum Årbok 2011, (2011) http://www.norskolje.museum.no/wp-
content/uploads/2016/02/3398_426a5f5a6f2a43d2ad6fde43ec5814c4.pdf
- Gjerde, K. Ø, Oljelandet og ny næring langs kysten in fortellinger om kystnorge, (2014) http://www.kyst-norge.no/Dokmntr//Oljelandet.pdf
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Shipyard



Oil City

Base

Re�nery

Shipyard

62º N

68º N

1 : 3 900 000  

71º N

0 100 200 Km

Sources:
Maps and GIS:
- O�shore and onshore activity: http://www.petroleumskartet.no:
- GIS: https://www.geonorge.no
Literature:
-  Gjerde, K. Ø, Oljebyer i Norge in Norsk Oljemuseum Årbok 2011, (2011) 
http://www.norskolje.museum.no/wp-
content/uploads/2016/02/3398_426a5f5a6f2a43d2ad6fde43ec5814c4.pdf
- Gjerde, K. Ø, Oljelandet og ny næring langs kysten in fortellinger om kystnorge, (2014) 
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Business district
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NATIONAL PREDICTIONS ON GLOBAL WARMING 
by 2100

The Norwegian Environment Agency predicts 1 - 2  months extended growing seasons in 
the lowlands. It is estimated that the western part of the country can experience a in-

crease in temperatures between 2.0 - 2.5ºC (RCP 4.5 values) 
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GLOBAL

Global climate projections
There is a global shift in edible plants.

Grapes are moving polewards.
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THE WILDCARD

The Wildcard works as a placeholder for 
tomorrow’s viticulture. New site activities 
bring people from The Hinterland to see 

the newest studies on grapes. Scientists are 
restoring former buildings for the purpose 

of grape research.
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THE HINTERLAND

The Hinterland enables the cultivation for 
future grape fields. Newcomers bring viti-

culture expertise and knowledge. Tempera-
tures increase. Due to extended seasons 

farmers are introducing grape fields as an 
alternative to the cultivated landscape. 
Overgrown areas are reclaimed for the 

growing of grapes.
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The Productive Hinterland
38



The Productive Hinterland
39
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GRAPES OF THE NORTH

In the future, the Scandinavian region can 
expect a global change suitable for grape 
and wine production.  Meanwhile the Nor-
wegian landscape can seize the opportu-
nity for grapes to thrive in more poleward 
areas. This will become an addition to the 

existing farmland.
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Newcomers



Reclaming overgrown �elds

New �elds of grape production

A new productive hinterland

Newcomers with new productive landscapes

Higher temperatures increases grape production 
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Reclaiming overgrown fields
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Grapes
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Grapes to grow in Norway
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Along the Road
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By the Sea
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Reference projects
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