
BEYOND SUBJECT - BEYOND OBJECT 

a hot spring in tamina gorge



‘In western culture... it is considered important to clearly differentiate between any two distinct phenome-
na. But by dividing all existence in to either yes or no, interior or exterior, mind or body, the warmth that 
lies at the border between the two extremes is lost, sacrificed to rationality.’

‘We are composed of matter and live in the midst of matter. Our objective should not be to remove matter, 
but rather to search for a form of matter other than objects. What that form is called – architecture, gar-
dens, computer technology – is not important. Until a new name is given to that form, I will call it the An-
ti-Object.’



‘To be precise, an object is a form of material ex-
istence distinct from its immediate environment.’

 - Kengo Kuma

‘To be precise, a subject is a form of human exis-
tence distinct from its immediate environment.’

- In sympathy with Kuma





AN ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ANTI-OBJECT DOMAIN

Concealment of the building, or site, through its placement in the terrain, or enclosure by other unrelated 
objects.
Discreet/ masking points of entry.
Prevention of overall views, from within the site or its buildings.

A SENSORIAL CREATION OF THE ANTI-OBJECT

Darkness.
‘Distracting’ sensorial contact. 

Immersion in water, texture on bare feet, splashed water on skin, encountered steam, temperature change, 
dimensional constraints - or ‘pressure’, etc.

 ENGAGEMENT WITH EXISTING CONTINUA OF NATURE

Minimisation of structure.
Resonance of the structure with surroundings.
Softening of separating edges.

A STRUCTURAL CREATION OF THE ANTI-OBJECT

Incompleteness of structural elements (I.e. they continue elsewhere).
Separation of source from effect, particularly in regard to lighting.
Merging of spaces through the visual overlap produced by different kinds of screens.
Softness of transitions accomplished both through screens and material choices.
Multiplicity of elements, instead of their singular use.
Complexifying of the perceived through the ‘lensing’ effect of uneven glass, or reflections.

A summary of the anti-object techniques found 
in *Ginzan Onsen Fujiya and Horai Onsen Bath 

House

ANTI-OBJECT
TECHNIQUES





‘QUI NE RENONCE PAS À TOUS SES BIENS 
ET NE MARCHE PAS À MA SUITE, NE PEUT 

ÊTRE MON DISCIPLE’





DRAMATIC PASSAGE, THAT REINFORCE THE FEELING OF BEING IN THE PRESENT (BEYOND 
THAT EVENT)
	

A charged leaving behind of the outside world, and an entry into an unknown one.
A charged moment of darkness and enclosure before the expansion at the Horai bathing house. 

(STRIPPING) A STRIPPING OF THE PERSONAL, FROM MEMORY.

Staying away from home.
Time spent in non-personal space
Views avoid anything that would remind of a previous life. 

(STRIPPING) A STRIPPING OF THE PERSONAL, PHYSICALLY

Distance from home environment and belongings.
Leaving of shoes at entrance. 
Minimal space for the display of personal items.
Abandonment of clothes to bathe.
Separation of the storing of clothes and the bathing area. 

(CONTACT) A DIRECT, SENSORIAL CONNECTION WITH SURROUNDINGS.

Material texture on bare skin, splashed water on skin, steam, temperature change, water pressure on 
the body..
Dimensional constraints - or ‘felt’ pressure.

A LAYERING ON OF THE NON-PERSONAL. 

Bathing minerals are kept on the body after bathing. 
Communal clothes may potentially be worn.
Locally grown food may be ingested.

“The taste of the apple ... lies 
in the contact of the fruit with 
the palate, not in the fruit 
itself; in a similar way ... poet-
ry lies in the meeting of poem 
and reader, not in the lines of 
symbols printed on the pages 
of a book.”

JORGE LUIS BORGES
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Table 2
Chemical data of selected sites recorded in BDFGeotherm
No. Location Sample

point type
Discharge
temperature (◦C)

Flow rate
(L/s)

Reservoir geology pH Ca
(mg/L)

Mg
(mg/L)

Na
(mg/L)

K (mg/L) HCO3
(mg/L)

SO4
(mg/L)

Cl (mg/L) SiO2
(mg/L)

TDS
(mg/L)

Power
(kWth)

Ca-SO4 waters
1 Leukerbad-SANLO Spring 51 15.2 Triassic evaporite 6.7 447 56 19 1.8 99 1248 6.2 24.6 1,904 2608
2 Schinznach-Bad-S3 Borehole 44.5 8.3 Triassic limestone 7.1 237 57 170 12.1 300 600 194 35.4 1,610 1185
3 Simplon-F1 Borehole

in tunnel
44.2 3.3 Triassic evaporite 7.24 302 26.2 4.4 1.3 84 778 0.2 14.2 1,217 480

4 Bormio-SANMA Spring 42 3.3 Triassic evaporite 7.65 233 60.9 18.7 2.9 164 675 9.5 28.6 1,265 442
5 Val d’Illiez-F3 Borehole 30 22 Triassic evaporite 6.5 398 81 27.6 1.8 122 1191 3.6 13.2 1,827 1840
6 Vals-NB Borehole 29.6 10 Triassic evaporite 6.7 446 57.5 11.4 1.8 403 1020 2.5 22.5 1,975 820
7 Mont-Blanc-S138 Spring in

tunnel
27 2.5 Hercynian granite 5.6 21.5 0.7 14.9 2.2 28.7 50.3 1.9 7.6 1,29 178

8 Weissenburg-STH Spring 25.9 0.9 Triassic evaporite 7.38 341 76.8 16.8 4.1 150 1025 10 22.9 1,657 56
9 Acquarossa-ALB Spring 24.9 2 Triassic evaporite 6.7 549 85.5 18.5 18.3 621 1300 7 47.1 2,663 125
10 Lostorf-F3 Borehole 24.4 10 Triassic limestone 7.65 152 55.4 3.6 2.1 250 330 7.5 9.8 817 603
11 Andeer-STH Spring 18 3.3 Triassic evaporite 7 545 55 12 2.7 162 1430 4.5 17.7 2,245 110

Na-SO4 waters
12 Lavey-les-Bains-P600 Borehole 64 20 Hercynian gneiss 7.7 56.7 1.5 376 11.5 87.4 577 242 65.7 1,435 4600
13 Brigerbad-TQBId Gallery 50.2 12 Hercynian gneiss 7.46 136 2.6 275 29.3 91.5 664 117 67 1,386 2020
14 Baden-LIMMAT Spring 47.2 2.3 Triassic limestone 6.55 557 114 804 69.4 505 1450 1175 53.5 4,740 366
15 Saint-Gervais-les-Bains-G1 Spring 39.6 0.5 Hercynian gneiss 7.15 281 28.3 1258 41.6 264 1800 952 48.6 4,700 62
16 Combioula-C3 Borehole 28.5 20 Triassic evaporite 6.78 621 137 670 49.5 271 2062 876 31.4 4,950 1550

Ca-HCO3 waters
17 Bad-Ragaz-PFA Spring 36.5 39.7 Triassic limestone 7.34 60.8 15 30 2.7 223 27 38 15.6 416 4402
18 Yverdon-les-Bains-F4 Borehole 27.3 28 Jurassic limestone 7.53 50 22.8 12.7 1 253 15.1 15.5 11.8 384 2109
19 Delémont-S3 Borehole 21.7 28 Jurassic limestone 7.5 50.8 24.1 7.3 1.4 270 9.9 3.6 11.7 379 1370
20 Rothenbrunnen-SSTH Spring 17.2 4.2 Jurassic schist 6.64 154 48 79 5.3 783 96 10 32.6 1,213 126

Na-HCO3 waters
21 Zurzach-Bad-T1 Borehole 38.2 28.7 Hercynian gneiss 8 13.7 0.71 282 7.4 254 220 135 25.3 950 3387
22 Berlingen-B3 Borehole 29 2 Tertiary molasses 8.5 2.6 1.2 298 1.8 500 161 48 13.1 1,030 159
23 Sankt-Moritz-PSG Borehole 29 1.3 Hercynian granite 7.33 442 370 2760 17 7050 1900 760 13,299 103
24 Zurich-B2 Borehole 23.5 5 Tertiary molasses 8.9 2.4 0.8 318 1.7 395 129 144 8.5 1,027 282
25 Furka-S8737 Spring in

tunnel
21.7 0.3 Hercynian granite 8.84 18.3 0.1 18.6 0.7 49 48.7 1.1 16.7 153 15

Na-Cl waters
26 Riehen-F1 Borehole 61.2 20 Triassic limestone 6.42 786 192 4850 151 1100 2810 7150 39.2 17,099 4283
27 Steinenstadt-GEORG Borehole 33.4 31 Jurassic limestone 386 104 668 22 815 231 1408 17.7 3,100 3035
28 Saeckingen-BAD Spring 29 5 Hercynian granite 6.82 140 17.5 975 60 296 124 1613 34.9 3,265 410

The geothermal fluids are arranged by their geochemical type and by decreasing temperature. The field “Location” gives the site and sample point names. The sample number is the same as that shown in Fig. 4.
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PHYSICAL PURIFICATION IN ROCK



PHYSICAL PURIFICATION 
TRANSVERSE SECTION  1



PHYSICAL PURIFICATION
LONG. SECTION  



MENTAL PURIFICATION IN REMOVED LOCATION



PURIFICATION OF TIME 
AND DISSOLUTION OF SLEEP

 TRANSVERSE SECTION



PURIFICATION OF TIME 
AND DISSOLUTION OF SLEEP

 LONG. SECTION





DISSOLUTION OF 
BATHING IN VAST 

VALLEY



DISSOLUTION OF BATHING
 TRANSVERSE SECTION





DISSOLUTION OF SLEEP IN SOUND OF WATER



PURIFICATION OF TIME 
AND DISSOLUTION OF SLEEP

 LONG. SECTION








