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A WORLD FAMOUS
“WILDERNESS” DESTINATION

This detailed map from 1884 shows the 
peak of romantic tourism in the Catskills.



CLEARINGS IN 1884

This redrawn 1884 map of the forest clearings in the 
area show how little natural forest remained. Much of 
the land was cleared for agriculture, grazing, and for the 
timber and tanning industry prior to the rise of recre-
ational tourism.



POINTS OF INTEREST IN 1884

The mountains were marked with several points of in-
terest such as boulders, viewpoints and geologic for-
mations. Tourists were given itineraries and schedules 
to experience these attractions at the ideal times of day 
and season.



TRANSPORTATION NETWORK IN 1884

As the Catskills grew in fashion due to the popularity 
of the Hudson River School and romantic writing, hotel 
owners partnered with rail and boat companies to install 
a complex transportation network. The landscape was 
soon criss-crossed with roads, trains and trails.



A NATURE THEME PARK 1884



THE CATSKILLS TODAY

The site today is heavily forested after a conservation 
effort in the early and mid 1900’s. Most of the buildings, 
roads, rails from the1800’s have been removed. The area 
now has parking lots, campground for outdoor recre-
ation, and modest network of hiking trails.



ROCKS PERSONIFIED

Alligator Rock
Druid Rocks
Dramatic Rock
Pulpit Rock
Turtle Rock
Sunset Rock
Prospect Rock
Artist’s Rock
Moses’ Rock
Anvil Rock
Eagle Rock
Sphinx
Star Rock
High Rock
Dripping Rock
Profile Rock
Shelving Rock
Point Of Rocks

LEDGE’S PERSONIFIED

Black Ledge
White Ledge
Harley’s Ledge
Church’s Ledge
Newman’s Ledge
Rip Van Winkle Ledge
FAUNA

Bear’s Den
Fawn’s Leap
GEOLOGIC

Puddingstone Hall
Glacial Polishes
Red Hill
HUMOROUS

Lemon Squeezer
Little Pink Orchard
Fat Man’s Delight
Dominie’s Nose

OMINOUS

Devil’s Tombstone
Burnt District
Dead Wood
DRAMATIC

The Amphitheater
The Chasm
The Gulf
ROMANTIC

Inspiration Point
Artist’s Grotto
Lover’s Retreat
Fairy Spring
Elfin Pass

STORYTELLING THROUGH NAMING
Romantic tourism called for the promotion of specific 
natural features on the site through imaginative naming, 
encouraging tourists to get lost in the fantasy of curated 
wilderness.



A GUIDEBOOK 










