
Section 1:100

Unclimatized rooms to the north as an 
isolation buffer. 
Conservatories to the south.

Portico with a raised deck

Kitchen and library

Duodji
Class rooms

Community cultural stage

Public programs facing the 
village center and sports field
Classrooms facing the river

Common area for work and play

Separated outdoor areas
Community culture stage in the center

Kárášjoga Mánáidskuvla 
School and cultural arena in Karasjok

Situation Plan 1:500

Kárášjoga Mánáidskuvla explores the role of a small primary school in 
a rural area, and specifically in a Sámi context. The project steers away 
from the analogical and typological image of Sápmi, and towards the 
pragmatic creating a building not trying to mimic Sámi vernacular 
architecture, but rather a building true to function and use. 

Karasjok municipality is well underway of planning a big center de-
velopment. The needs of the municipality include a new school, health 
centre, emergency central, and a building for technical services. The 
new primary school acts as a catalyst to invigorate the community, first 
insuring a good foundation for families and the community as a whole. 
This is a first step towards pulling the village center toward the terrace 
edge overlooking the river.

The school has a rather large footprint for the number of pupils, at 2675 
kvm and only about 140 pupils. However, in addition to classrooms, 
the school offers specialized rooms for traditional Sámi arts and crafts, 
food preparation and preservation, a public library, and a dedicated 
stage for music, theatre and cinema. These spaces are shared with the 
general public, as well as the neighbouring secondary school.

Combining the school with complementing cultural programs, makes 
the cultural arenas less vulnerable. The new school fortifies and facili-
tates for existing culture and meeting grounds, from the Easter festival, 
to the knowledge transfer between generations. 

To deal with the low temperature in Karasjok, I use unclimatized 
rooms to the north to act as an isolation buffer. Conservatories placed 
at some south facing rooms to maximize the suns heating capabilities, 
to be able to expand the school’s footprint as early in the year as possi-
ble.

In the Sámi courtyard everything is on display; food production, main-
tenance of equipment, storage for materials, cars, and animals. The iso-
lation buffer works in the same way, and deals with both climactic and 
functional at the same time; the facades is either a working display that 
supports the activities within the building, or holds items to support 
outdoor activities. 

Kárášjoga Mánáidskuvla is a place to teach and learn. A place to gather 
for the two national days on the 6th of February and the  17th of May, 
and get expert help to adjust the shawl just so. A place to roast reindeer 
meat between heats during the easter festival snowmobile cross. A 
place to celebrate weddings, birthdays, confirmations, and the return of 
the sun

The school connects to the old 
sports field, where there now are 
permanent humps dedicated to 
snowmobile racing during easter. 
They will also be uset as a ski slope 
for the smaller children, and during 
summer they are perfect for bicycle 
cross. 

The new school pave the way for ad-
ditional development on the board-
ing school lot.

Elevation 1:1000
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Plan 1:100

1. Plant nursery
2. Meat drying rack
3. Kitchen sink
4. Storage for reindeer hides
5. Kiosk
6. Storage firewood
7. Public toilet
8. Storage outdoor furniture
9. Entrance to scullery
10. Drying rack for pelts
11. Firewood for firepit
12. Storage
13. Firepit for storytelling
14. Storage
15. Storage
16. Cold storage
17. Dry Storage
18. Scullery
19. Laundry
20. Winter garden
21. Storage for skis and winter coveralls
22. Storage for tools
23. Drying rack for sedge (sennagress)
24. Storage for horn
25. Storage for timber
26. Storage for snow blower
27. Storage for tools
28. Storage for tools
29. Large entrance to workshop
30. Science room
31. Goods entry
32. Small stage
33. Storage for aids
34. Cloakroom
35. Table and bench in the wall
36. Hidden playroom in the wall
37. Seating in the wall
38. Grill
39. Green house
40. Kitchen garden
41. Smoke house

Render. Looking out through the soutfacing winter garden.


