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„The landscape is part of the land, as perceived by local people or visitors, 
which evolves through time as a result of being acted upon by natural forces 
and human beings. (...) The public is encouraged to take an active part in 
its protection, conserving and maintaining the heritage value of a particular 
landscape (...)“

Finnheia, Troms, Norway

The rural site is located on the island Kvaløya, 
close to the small settlement Håkøybotn. 
Northern Norway‘s capital Tromsø can be 
reached in about 30 minutes (20km) by car.
Topographically, the scene is to be classified in 
the valley and mountain landscape and
is located on a gently inclining slope below the 
mountain Botnfjellet (844m). It is home
to a multitude of interesting landscape 
typologies, such as wild meadows, birch 
wedges,marshlands, rivulets, branching 
torrents and a wide gorge, as well as rocks and 
some scattered pines.
Finnheia is also culturally relevant as it serves 
as a close recreational area for hiking, skiing,
berry picking etc. as well as it is a grazing land 
for the Sami’s reindeer and local sheep.  
It is also place for cultural heritage, as there has  
been an old Sami summer settlement, of which 
traces can still be found.

Sami people

The Sami are Scandinavia‘s indigenous people and are spread widely around the Northern 
heimsphere. As many of them being reindeer herders, they move center of life seasonally and 
therefore are considered as nomadic people. This means most of them were crossing borders 
at least twice a year, which led to several conflicts between them and the government throughout 
history. As a result of the negotiations between Norway and Sweden, Sami suddenly were not 
allowed to migrate to their summer destinations in Norway anymore as borders were closed in 
1918. Although most of them having Swedish citizenship, they often could not speak the Swedish 
language and felt more home to Norway having close contact to locals. The Sami settlers did not 
want give up their home at Rávdnjevággi (=Finnheia), what led to a forceful deportation of the 
inhabitants in 1922 (Kulturminneundersøkelser Rávdnjevággi, Sveen and Labba 2018).

Process

The paths were developed step by step, looking 
onto existing infrastructure, topography, ecology 
and other aspects of special quality. Then a 
movement analysis of the existing use of the 
landscape should inform the process further. 
Still having the three guidlines in mind, a path 
proposal was done.
In addition there will be a dedicated route for ATV 
tracks.

Mapping-data taken from Nibio, Geonorge, 

With the cut down birch trunks a fence will mark the area where 
the old fence was back in time.  
In one of the pastures bigger cut down trunks will be kept, which  
remind on the antlers of reindeers and later used for a lasso 
court.

The main concept is to foreground the landscape and to deal with all the aspects found on-site. Culture as well as Ecology and Society should be 
taken into account during the planning process.
First, areas of interest have been worked out and a guiding and movement system. Secondly, according to the three guidlines (see matrix diagram 
on right side) different interventions were developed. 
Leaning on Sami culture and avoiding too much impact, materials found in the area were used for interventions. Many of them follow the concept 
of terracing, as this is a characterising feature of this landscape.

Dams were shape to enhance the marsh surface according to the landscape types. Turf should be digged out and then used for sealing the dam behind 
the birch trunk wall. This is again leaned on the way of building Gamme. The shape of the dams is inspired by the terraces in the landscape.

Through shaping terraces flat spots for putting tents will be created. In the center there will be a 
theater-like fireplace, where meeting or even outdoor workshops can be held. This also opens up for 
local businesses to take part. The site was choosen inter alia by picking a landscape type of low rated 
quality.

To also integrate some outdoor activity, ski fun bumps were 
developed along the existing course of the cross-country trail. 
These are bounded by birch trunk walls and enable variation 
in the hights of the artificial snow hills. 

Remainings of the Gamme are cleaned of vegetation and made visible again. Then a clearing will be cut around the main ruins on top 
of Finnheia. Along and in the area of the traces of the old reindeer and goat fences all the trees will be cut down (and later used for the 
interventions again). Afterwards the areas will be fire-cleared to reset succession and enhance diversity and thererfore increase nutrients. 
This will attract reindeer back to the pastures. 

A beautiful pine tree should be highlightend and therefore a terrace-like structure was shaped around the tree. This provides sitting 
opportunities under with a scenic view towards the sea and the mountains.

Activities

Today it is a complex landscape with a variety of actions taking place. 
Still it is an important grazing ground for the Sami‘s reindeer. The 
diversity of landscape offers ideal conditions for the animals. Especially 
in spring reindeer with calves can be found around the site.
For locals, as well as for other visitors, it is a popular place to hike 
and bike, berry picking, camping etc. In winter up to several hundred 
outdoor fans being into skiing or snowshoeing can come on a busy day. 
This indicates the size of a dedicated parking spot close to the area. 

Arctic Center

Finnheia is highly discussed in the public, as since the 1980‘s 
there are plans for a big leisure and tourist center containing a 
40-hectare cabin field (Arctic Center) plus a ski resort covering 
half of the mountain. Stakeholders promise huge benefits for the 
local economy, whilst many others argue against it. The project 
would destroy valuable marshlands and rare species, take one 
of the last good grazing grounds for reindeer and could release 
big amounts of carbon being stored in the marshlands. Not to 
mention the enormous land sealing and destruction of a unique 
landscape.

System

Hiking paths are bordered on the sites and wet areas are equipped with 
a boardwalk system made out of cut down birch trunks (see 1.2: Finnheia 
heritage).
 
The ATV tracks are marked with sticks put vertically in regular distances into 
the ground.

The three main entrances to the site are marked with an arc-like structure 
leaned on the basic framework of a Gamme.

The settlement was left from one 
day to another and so many of the 
structures disappeared over the years. 
Now the whole area is protected and 
some leftovers can still be found.

Sami were mostly using materials 
found on and close to the site and 
things are meant to go back to nature 
without having too much impact 
on ecosystems once not needed 
anymore.

They were living in Gamme (turf 
houses) and Lavvoo (tent structures) 
and lived from products gained from 
their reindeers and things found 
in nature. Many of them also were 
fishermen or craftsmen trading 
products with locals.

Leisure activities

Kvaløya has been an important 
leisure place for the locals since 
a long time. Cross-country skiing 
was already popular in the 19th 
century. The wide nature and its 
scenic landscape invites to take a 
break from daily live and to do some 
outdoor acivites.
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Sami herder having reindeer on lasso. Taken from Perspektivet Museum.

Sami people in front of Lavvo selling souvenirs. Taken from Perspektivet 
Museum.

Skiveien with view towards Langnessletten, 19th century. Taken from 
Perspektivet Museum.
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A sketch of an old Sami camp in Lyngseidet. Taken from Ossian Elgstrøm‘s 
Karesuandolapparna 1922.

Hilbert Helgesen‘s photographed 1909 intact reindeer 
enclosures („gieddier) reindeer fence and gammer and 
storage gamme in the back at Finngamheia. Taken from 
Norsk skogmuseum.

Photo shows gammetuft ID 240989-3 on top of Finnheia. Photo by Stine B. Sveen, 
Samitinget (taken from Sveen and Labba 2018).

Photo shows site of old reindeer enclosures („gieddier)on top 
of Finnheia. ID 240989-8. Photo by Stine B. Sveen, Samitinget 
(taken from Sveen and Labba 2018).
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Ecology

Primarily there are two landscape types. It is a quite wet 
site consisting out of various marshlands, which are 
complemented by birch forests. These again can can be split 
into two prevailing subtypes: the diverse and rich gras marsh 
plus the brushwood marsh which lost contact to groundwater 
and therefore to nutrients because of a thick turf layer; and 
the very productive meadow birch forest plus less diverse 
blueberry birch forest,which is dominantly vegetated by berries 
(Nibio). Over time erosion shaped wide terraces into the 
landscape, which are characterising the site.
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