Mexico 1s a country inlegrat-

ed wmto the so-called “ring of fire”

of the Pacific, characterized by a

lugh frequency of volcanic events.

In historical times, countless volca-

noes have deposited lava, ashes, and

other materials that have subsequent- !

ly been colomized by communities.

In this project, 'will focus on the Xtle

volcano and its wonderful Pedregal. 7
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XITLE SPILL. OVERLAP OVER JARDINES DE EL. PEDREGAL

The Xitlevolcano erupted about 2,500 years ago, partof amountainrangemadeup of morethan 200 small
volcanoes that make up the Mexican volcanic bell. New evidence suggests that Xatle’s eruption was around
2,000vearsago. Dueto themorphology of the Xutlevolcanic cone, which has acrater tilted towards the North,
it caused the lava flow to be directed mainly toward the North and Northwest. 'The spill covered a relatively
low kidney-shaped area, a total surface of almost 8,000 Ha. (from 2,250 to 2,350 m above sea level).
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Mexico basin has suffered extremely rapid and destructive urban growth during the last 50

years, and the preservation of the last remains of fauna and flora that is endemic of thus re-
gion and unmique in the worl strongly relies on the conservation of the Xutle lavas, whose elevat-

ed diversity in morphology and vesicularity creates a wide range of microhabitats that host a

considerable number of species.
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HABITABLE LANDSCAPE
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INTERVENTIONS IN THE LANDSCAPE 1952

EL PEDREGAL 1941
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The wmaginary of a mystical and mysterious rocky area that fascinated wnit-  Barragin  had i mund  perhaps Barragan designed the Model Gardens for public inspection
ers, painters, and residents of Mexico City, fueled the interest n ntegrating a wvision closer to the ancient Per- and planned them as models for the development of private
it into the city without ignoring it. We label the architectural and landscape — sian  concept of  liwing  quarters: space. The sample houses were intended for publicity and

project of Pedregal that began wn the 1940s with the label of “modermity™.  he concewed of the garden as the soul sales purposes and were built in 1950 according to the
of the house. A new city in a prefustoric project by Max Cetto in collaboration with Luis Barragan.

environment, a project as a reaction to the
lack of spuritual unity of his time, in con-

trasted to the perfect harmony of human-

kind, work, and religiosity of time past.
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SAMPLE GARDENS PLOT CURRENT CONDITIONS HIDDEN GEOLOGICAL REMNANT'S UNCOVERING OPERATIONS AND DEMOLISHION PLAN
T here is a one-dimensional, uncontrolled, The Xitle geosites are a good exam- T he minimum lot size allowed was about
excesswe development problem that con- ple of urban geosites, as they remarkably one acre; the house could not occupy more
quers geo-landscapes, most of the houses in conserve the testimony of the long-lasting than 10 percent of the lot, and the rest was
Jardines de El Pedregal have covered this winteraction of volcanic activity with human to remain free space. The lava was to be _
mysterious rocky area. development, during a ca. 2000-year peri- protected, and the natural vegelation was ' ' Lo L e - _ _
od streachign_from the eruption untl today. preserved. Any new planting was required : ' | : AR : ' § Dl el 1] : : _
to _follow the contours, and any new con- WA _ Wehy! el T H |1 e Wy 5 P A : 7k LAl i L N M R S s : - H _ it i e 1
struction had to be subordinated to the rock. H e e, bl T kPt Fhdd i RSISpr : BT _ ' : | ' H HH LT R : il { . _




