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Abstract

This project deals with the creation of a comprehensive funeral home focused on a relatively new ap-
proach to funeral disposition called “Natural Organic Reduction,” or, in simpler terms, human composting.

Using the inherent qualities of composting and the novelty of a new funeral disposition, this project will
seek to question our society’s exisiting options for dealing with the deceased and explore how architec-
ture, spacemaking and ritualization could be used to redefine the contemporary farewell process. The
intention is that by using the biprodouct of NOR, which is soil, as a an active component throughout the
process of creating this funeral home, the bereaved can more closely connect the passing of their loved
ones with the natural cycles of nature. In an attempt to meet their spirutal needs through spatial expe-
riene.

This process unfolds across four distinct visits, each designed to guide mourners through a journey of
closure and commemoration. The first visit focuses on viewing and bidding farewell, followed by a cele-
bration of life in the second. The third visit centers on a memorial experience intertwined with witnessing
the cycles of nature, while the fourth visit involves the establishment of a living legacy.



Binder 2
January

This binder will serve as a chronological showcase of my process, documenting each stage from the ini-
tial iteration to the subsequent ones.

The journey begins with the initial circulation study, where the entirety of the project is contained within
one building. The primary focus during this phase was to determine the movement of the body throughout
the plan in relation to both employees and the bereaved.
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1 - Public enterance

2 - Waiting Hall

3 - Reception

4 - Chapel

5 - Viewing

6 - Vessel room / Cermony
7 - Control room

8 - Catering

9 - Garage

10 - Morgue

11 - Curing

12 - Urn Collection

13 - Columbarium

14 - Atrium

15 - Offices / Employee Amenities
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January-February

The initial circulation study provided clarity on the system of movement within the space. However, it
became evident that the architecture lacked a conceptual basis, merely serving to enclose the various
programs | had arranged. Recognizing this limitation, further discussions and iterations ensued, prompt-
Ing an exploration of architectural concepts rooted in the usage of soil. This shift in approach aimed to
iImbue the architecture with deeper meaning and resonance, aligning it more closely with the overarching
themes of the project, such as natural organic reduction (NOR) and the cycles of life and death.

During this phase, | also engaged in experimentation with casting plaster in soil to observe the resulting
texture. My objective was to replicate the texture of soil in the concrete components of my project.
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Architectural concept

TUMULUS

< - - - - -

CONNECTION

Negative space TUMULUS

Space for death

Space for the imbetween

Space for life

Tumulus - Ireland

La Collina - Terunobu Fujimori

Irish Sky Garden - James Turrell




March

By this stage, | had solidified a coherent concept that | was eager to pursue. Drawing inspiration from the
tumulus as a prominent design element, | aimed to establish a series of juxtapositions within the project.
These included contrasts between above ground and below ground spaces. However, other juxtapositions
such as the integration of forest and farmland biomes, and the turbulent relationship of urban and natural
environments had not yet been developed and would come at the next stage of development.

This conceptual framework served as a guiding principle throughout the subsequent stages of design
development, informing key decisions and shaping the overall character of the project.
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March-April

As the project progresses, the foundational elements of the tumulus and ceremony mound have been
integrated into the design, serving as key anchors that inform the overall development of the project.
However, at this stage, the current plans are predominantly situated within the forested area. In the next
phase, the focus shifts towards finalizing the orientation and general placement of the major programs
within the project.
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April-Mai

During this phase of the project, several key qualities of the program are beginning to take shape. This
includes the division by the stream, the strategic placement of the tumulus and ceremony mound, and the
establishment of a clear axis that connects all elements of the design. However, it became apparent that
the initial plan was unnecessarily complicated and failed to fully prioritize accessibility for older adults
and individuals with mobility impairments. Recognizing the importance of ensuring universal access to
the facility, | shifted focus towards simplifying the layout and introducing design elements that would en-
hance accessibility without compromising the integrity of the overall concept.
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