
The location chosen for the project, the war me-
morial cemetery, is situated in Kyiv, Ukraine. Po-
sitioned on the city’s outskirts, it lies adjacent to 
one of the main half-circular highways. Easily ac-
cessible via public transportation and enveloped 
by the National Nature Reserve, the site is inter-
esting because of its naturally unique conditions. 

The site features undulating terrain encircled by 
a belt of trees. Thhe lush vegetation that envelops 
provides a sense of comfort, creating a picturesque 
backdrop against the expansive, serene landscape.

Since the Russian-Ukrainian war is the largest in 
Europe since the Second World War, a compara-
tive analysis with the largest war cemeteries inves-
tigated gives a sense of the size for the project of 
a war memorial cemetery in Kyiv. 

Military cemeteries are special burials intended 
for the rest and memory of servicemen who gave 
their lives for the defense of the country. These 
cemeteries are usually managed by the state and 
are not only a place of burial, but also a symbol 
of memory, pride and gratitude to the military. To 
understand the scale of the war memorial ceme-
tery the site was compared with other biggest war 
cemeteries around the world.

Graveyard edge

The “Graveyard edge” space 
explores the change of the per-
spective view that changes as a 
viewer moves along the edge 
of the existing green belt.  The 
contrast of the existing lush veg-
etation is highlighted by the 
neatly lined rows of blooming 

trees.

Solemn squares

The Solemn Squares serve as 
the primary plazas for buri-
al ceremonies within the war 
cemetery, each complementing 
the other. The Mariupol plaza 
stands as an expansive, open 
space adorned with 86 symbol-
ic birches and a crematorium 
facing the tree memorial nes-
tled in the corner, suitable for 
official ceremonies. In contrast, 
the chapel square offers a con-
trasting spatial experience—a 
secluded enclave for more inti-
mate and private ceremonies, 
cocooned within a lush canopy 

of trees.

Mounds grove

The Mounds Grove holds a 
sacred significance within the 
landscape memorials encircling 
the War cemetery. The memo-
rial dedicated to the defend-
ers of Mariupol comprises a 
square adorned with 86 birch 
trees, symbolizing the duration 
of Mariupol’s defense before 
its occupation and the capture 
of Ukrainian defenders. Birch 
trees carry a profound sym-
bolism; historically, they were 
planted to represent the souls 
of sworn brothers, guardians 
over those who have passed 
on. Traditionally, mounds were 
used to inter fallen warriors. 
Thus, the Mounds Grove offers 
a deeply emotional experience 
while also providing a space 

for reverence and honor.

Traces of the Land

Traces of the Land gracefully 
envelops the undulating terrain 
of the cemetery. Rows of grave-
stones delicately trace the circu-
lar contours, crafting a curved 
pattern that intersects with the 
main oak alleys. This landscape 
memorial serves as a bridge 
between two graveyards, offer-
ing an enclosed garden where 
mourners may seek solace 
during moments of emotional 

turbulence.

Sacred expance

The “Sacred expanse”  space 
explores the perception of ex-
pansive areas, where rows of 
gravestones intersect the terrain 
and vanish beyond the horizon. 
Oak tree lines serve as natural 
frames, guiding visitors’ views 
and delineating distinct grave-

fields from one another.

Silent garden

The Silent Garden explores the 
sequence of spatial perception. 
Some people may find them-
selves uncomfortable in large, 
expansive graveyards.They 
might instead choose to walk 
within the enclosure of bloom-
ing trees, which provides a 
sense of protection. This envi-
ronment could potentially help 
them to feel calmer and facili-
tate safe reflection on challeng-
ing thoughts or during times of 

mourning.

Memorial plains

The Memorial Plains encom-
pass a series of commemora-
tive spaces, beginning with an 
enclosed square featuring a 
chapel, positioned along the 
road, mounds grove, and a plot 
of gravefields. This sequence of 
three spaces narrates the most 
poignant events unfolding with-
in war memorial cemeteries. 
Following the sacred burial 
ceremony within the enclosed 
square, the space seamlessly 
transitions to the mound land-
scape memorial. This symbolic 
journey serves as a poignant 
transition before reaching the 

final place of rest.

Mournful horizon

The Mournful Horizon delicate-
ly frames the view downward 
to the green belt encircling the 
cemetery. Amongst the vast 
cemetery plots, some graceful-
ly scatter down the land. Here, 
the landscape memorial frag-
ment intersects with the grave-
field and oak alleys, forming 
an island of peace for those in 

need of a moment’s respite.


